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September 2022 
Grand Knights 

Message 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Brother Knights, 
 
We are often challenged as Catholics to 
defend certain doctrines of the Church. A 
primary criticism that many others are 
based on is the belief in Sacred Tradition. 
Critics will claim that Sacred Scripture is 
the only source of truth. That is the doc-
trine of sola scriptura or “Bible-only” 
teaching. Of course, we Catholics believe 
in Sacred Scripture, but we also believe in 
the authority of the Church. How can we 
make an argument in favor of this posi-
tion? 
 
The Catechism explains that in the Apos-
tolic Tradition, the Gospel was handed 
down through both oral and written teach-
ing (76). But skeptics and non-Catholics 
will reject this because they reject Church 
authority. So it is important to find sup-
port in Scripture itself. But first we must 
recognize some historical facts. The Gos-
pels were written down a generation after 
the resurrection. The letters in the New 
Testament were written to support oral 
teaching. The Bible itself only included 
written words that supported Church 
teaching, and anything that did not was 
not included. Most truth was spread 
through the spoken word for generations. 
When the Bible was canonized, it could 
not be widely printed, and when the print-
ing press was invented, most people could 
not read. It wasn’t until many centuries 
later, closer to recent times, that the idea 
of people depending on their Bibles as the 
only source of truth came into fashion. 
 
Scripture supports the Catholic position. 
The original deposit of faith was “once 
for all delivered to the saints” (Jude 3). 

Peter speaks of the dangers of errant in-
terpretation outside the teaching authority 
of the Church, saying “no prophecy of 
Scripture is a matter of one’s own inter-
pretation” (2 Peter 1:20). Paul praises 
followers that “maintain the traditions” (1 
Cor 11:2), encourages them to “hold to 
the traditions” taught “by word of mouth 
or by letter” (2 Thess 2:15), and warns to 
avoid those who do not live “in accord 
with the tradition that you received from 
us” (2 Thess 3:6). John writes that “Jesus 
did many other signs in the presence of 
the disciples, which are not written in this 
book” (John 20:30) and “there are also 
many other things which Jesus did” (John 
21:25). Many teachings, traditions, and 
practices were passed down through Sa-
cred Tradition before the Bible was can-
onized. If only Scripture can save us, 
what happened those first few centuries? 
What happened to all of the generations 
that never had access to a Bible and who 
were mostly illiterate anyway? Were the 
traditions Paul wrote about invalidated 
when the Bible was canonized? Would 
the Lord have forsaken us for 1500+ 
years before everyone had a Bible in their 
home? This is inconceivable. 
 
Teaching was passed from Jesus to the 
apostles, from the apostles to their disci-
ples, passed on through early Church 
leaders, and spread to the faithful, espe-
cially through the Sacred Liturgy. All of 
this was taking place before the Bible was 
put together and approved by the Church 
itself. How could all these teachings be 
considered false? They can’t be consid-
ered false. Those teachings and that au-
thority is something we as Catholics still 
believe in, the same way that Saint Paul 
believed and passed on, the same as the 
early Church Fathers, down to the present 
day. That is Sacred Tradition. It is fidelity 
to this Sacred Tradition that we Catholics 
profess.There is nothing in Tradition that 
violates Scripture. And there is no pas-
sage in Scripture that violates Tradition. 
 
 Fraternally yours, 
Matt Becker  
 

Worthy Grand Knight 
Matthew J Becker 

 
 

 

Council Officers 
GRAND KNIGHT– Matthew J Becker    DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT – Daniel A. Norris  CHAPLAIN—Father Alan Thomas 

CHANCELLOR – SK Jim L. Hodge   WARDEN – SK John K. Longenecker     FINANCIAL SECRETARY – SK Timothy J. Surkovich      
TREASURER – SK Daniel Weaver    ADVOCATE – SK Edward E. Zang, Esq.     GUARDS – Daniel T. Moringiello, SK Kevin J. Longenecker     

 RECORDER – SK Edgar E. Dunning, III   TRUSTEES - SK David  T. Karl, SK William M Hiergeist, SK Raymong J Gregorchik 
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September 2021 Council  
Meeting Minutes 

 

Reading of Minutes from the previous 
meeting:    
 
The council was called to order at 7:02 

PM by GK Matt Becker with 31 members 

present. 

 

The August 4, 2022, meeting minutes 

were posted on our website.    Dan Mor-

ingello presented a motion to accept the 

minutes; John Longenecker presented the 

second; motion passed, the minutes were 

accepted, as posted. 
 

Grand Knights Report  

presented by GK Matt Becker: 
 

• The Steak Dinner, to celebrate the 

Hand-in-Hand chicken BBQ, will be 

held on September 29, 2022 at the 

Council Home at 5:00 PM and a cost 

of $10pp.  Please sign up, if interest-

ed. 
 

Chaplains Report  

Presented by Fr. Alan Thomas:  
 

 

 

• We have an important event in the 

near future. On September 19, 2022 

there will be a March For Life event 

in Harrisburg, PA. Please support this 

event if possible.  

• Assisted suicide is becoming even 

more common place and we need to 

resist this and pray for all life.   

• POLST – Physician Orders for Life 

Sustaining Treatment are written 

medical orders for people with seri-

ous medical conditions.  Once these 

orders are written, they are typically 

followed and may be in conflict with 

the value of human life.   

• We must continue to pray, for a re-

spect for ALL human life.  God Bless 

to all who support life. 

 
Treasurer’s Report 

presented by Dan Weaver: 

 

• Beginning Balance as of August 1, 

2022: $13169.23 

• Deposits: $1244 

• Disbursements: $5425.61 

• New Balance as of August 31, 2022: 

$8987.62 

 

Presentation of awards and certificates - 

presented by GK Matt Becker: NA 

 

 

 

Financial Secretary Report 

presented by Tim Surkovich: 

NA 
 
 

Membership Director Report 

presented by Tim Surkovich: 

 

• Membership stands at 197; YTD 

change of +2 

• Pray for the souls of our recently de-

parted brothers, Bob Hazenstab Sr. and 

Ed Vaniel. 

• We have 2 prospective members – 

future exemplification to follow. 

 
 

 

Program Director Report 

presented by Tim Surkovich: 

 

• The second online auction will be held 

from September 15-19th and we have 

>$8800 in donations, thus far.  Please 

spread the word to your friends, family 

members, etc.   Tim will post notices 

during the event.   We need to create a 

basket with local wines or beers – 

please donate and provide the value of 

your donation to Tim. 

• The Birth of Mary celebration will be 

held at St. Catherine of Sienna in Dun-

cansville, PA on September 8, 2022 

and there will be numerous Masses and 

rosaries, throughout the day.  KofC has 

an information/recruiting table at the 

celebration and volunteers are needed 

to man the table throughout the day; 

please sign up. 

• Ham & Cheese orders are due on Sep-

tember 19th; assembly on September 22 

– benefits the Home Association. 

• On October 9, 2022 Bishop Mark will 

celebrate Mass in Loretto at St. Mi-

chael at 2:00 PM. 

• Our next chicken BBQ is the “Help us 

Help you” event for the local parishes 

on October 16, 2022.  Tickets are 

available tonight and will be sent to the 

local churches and sold at each individ-

ual parish. All proceeds are directed to each 

respective parish. 

 

Fund Raising Committee: Chairman posi-

tion is vacant – please volunteer 

 

• We will hold a chicken BBQ on Septem-

ber 17th for the American Cancer Society/

Relay for Life. 

• We will hold a chicken BBQ on Decem-

ber 11th for the St. Vincent dePaul Needs 

Office. 

• The 2023 Cash Bash will be held on 

March 25, 2023 – details to follow in the 

future. 

• The 50/50 cash drawing will be held on 

December 24, 2022. 

• Next meeting will be held on October 3, 

2022 – please join the fund raising com-

mittee. 

 

Trustees Report by Ray Gregorchik: NA 

 

New Business:  

• Dan Casey presented a motion to donate 

$100 to St. Patrick’s school, to be used 

for transportation of students to the Birth 

of Mary celebration on September 8, 

2022; Gary Nocek presented the second; 

motion passed. 

• The KofC golf tournament will be held at 

Scotch Valley CC and spots are still open 

at a cost of $100pp.  Vic Ballash present-

ed a motion to donate $100 to sponsor 

one hole at the tournament; Ray Hipp 

presented the second; motion passed. 

• The front of the Council building will 

require painting, see Ray Gregorchik if 

you are interested in helping. 

 

Report of the 4th Degree         

presented by Lee Zimmerman:  

 

• Next meeting will be held on Sept 22, 

2022, at 7:00 PM … we need 4th Degree 

members to attend these meetings.   

• There will be a 4th degree exemplification 

in Greensburg, PA.  Please see Lee, if 

interested. 

• The 4th degree Color Corp will participate 

at the Catholic Daughters Mass at St. 

Patrick’s, 11:00 AM on September 25, 

2022; luncheon to follow. 

• Various 4th degree memorabilia is availa-

ble for viewing, after the meeting to-

night. 
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Bills and Communications: 

• We received a request for donation from 

the Brian Morden Foundation to support 

their annual fundraiser which benefits 

the goal to eliminate Childhood Cancer.  

Dan Casey presented a motion to donate 

$100; Vic Ballash   presented the sec-

ond; motion passed. 

• We received a request for donation from 

the Georgio Children’s Foundation to 

support their annual fundraiser which 

benefits the goal to eliminate NF1 

(Neurofibromatosis).  Chris Ringkamp 

presented a motion to donate $100; Vic 

Ballash presented the second; motion 

passed. 

• We received a request for donation from 

ELM – Every Life Matters to support 

their annual fundraiser. John Brown 

presented a motion to donate $250; Vic 

Ballash presented the second; motion 

passed. 

• We received a request to participate by 

placing an ad in the program for the 

Bishops Mass in Loretto. These funds 

will support the Diocesan Vocations 

Fund.  Chris Ringkamp presented a 

motion to donate $55 for the ad; Vic 

Ballash presented the second; motion 

passed. 

• We received a request for donation to 

support the Birth of Mary Committee. 

Lee Zimmerman presented a motion to 

donate $100; Dan Casey presented the 

second; motion passed. 

• We received a thank you note from the 

Independent Catholic Foundation, ac-

knowledging the recent $250 donation 

to the Fr. Tony Legarski Endowment 

Fund.  This year, Fr. Tonys fund will 

issue the first scholarships for both our 

seminarians and permanent deacons.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We continue to pray the rosary at 6:30pm, 

prior to each meeting.  However, we have 

started a new tradition of offering up an inten-

tion for each decade.  If you would like to 

provide the name of someone that you would 

like us to pray for, please notify us prior to the 

meeting.  Intentions for the September Rosary 

were as follows:   

• The deceased brothers from our 

Council, especially for the 

souls of Bob Hazenstab Sr. and 

Ed Vaniel – grant them eternal 

rest.  

• For the Baker brothers and in 

thankfulness that Tom Baker is 

now in place at Garvey Manor; 

prayers for all caregivers 

• For all kids, returning to school 

and that, as they learn the ways 

of the world, they should also 

learn the ways of God. 

• For an increase in vocations to 

the priesthood and religious 

life; especially for our diocesan 

seminarians. 

• For the success of the Eucharis-

tic Revival program  

 

 
Field Insurance Agent Report – 

presented by Mike McAndrew:  

• Review your life insurance 

plans – allow Mike to assist 

you. 

• Many people regret their decision to 

WAIT and purchase life insurance later 

in life, when they are older and naturally 

the cost is higher and health conditions 

can change with age.   

• All KofC life insurance policies are con-

vertible at anytime, without penalty. 

• Be a responsible father and tell your chil-

dren about the need to procure life insur-

ance, when they are young and healthy.  

Educate your family. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Please Pray For: 

 

• For the soul of Bob Hazenstab Sr. 

• For the soul of Ed Vaniel 

• Joe Harteis 

• Bill Hiergeist, wifes cousin (Melissa) 

Tom Sutch  
 
Upcoming Hospitality Meal 
Volunteers 2022 
 

• 10/6/2022—Gary Nocek 

• 11/3/2022—Bill Hiergeist 
 
 

October Birthdays 

 

Clark Buskey—10/20 
Bruno Felus—10/24 
Donald Filby—10/01 

Robert E. Hazenstab—10/22 
 

Robert V. Hazenstab—10/23 (May God Bless 
and Keep Him) 

 
Stephen Hess—10/31 

Michael Johnston—10/24 
John Joseph—10/05 
Louis Kelly—10/27 

Joseph Lechman—10/22 
Dennis McGeehan—10/21 
Michael Metzgar—10/12 
John Moore III—10/15 
Mark Nelson—10/06 
Gary Nocek—10/13 
Frank Shoaf—10/16 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For the latest information visit our 
website:  
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Council Calendar  

 

Council meetings are held on the First 
Thursday of the month at 7:00 pm. Next 
Meeting: 10/6/22  
 
*Please check the online calendar on 
the council web site for any schedule 
changes. 
 
10/03/2022—Fundraising Committee 
Meeting—6:30pm to 8:00pm 
 
10/06/2022—Home Association Meet-
ing—5:45pm to 6:30pm 
 
10/06/2022—Praying of the Rosary—
6:30pm to 6:45pm 
 
10/06/2022—Council Meeting—7:00pm 
to 8:00pm 
 
10/09/2022—Mass with the Bishop—
Starting at 2:00pm 
 
10/16/2022—Help Us Help You Annual 
Chicken BBQ for Parishes—11:00am to 
1:00pm 
 
10/27/2022—Meeting of the 4th De-
gree—7:00pm to 8:00pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Council Meeting Message September 
2022 by Michael McAndrew 

   Every September a non-profit organiza-
tion known as Life Happens coordinates 
the Life Insurance Awareness Month 
campaign. This campaign is dedicated to 
informing people about how important 
life insurance is to protect their families. 
Life insurance is a cornerstone of a fami-
ly’s future financial security. Blessed 
Michael McGivney certainly knew how 
important life insurance was to a family. 
But many members don’t understand how 
involved Fr. McGivney was in develop-
ing the Order’s insurance program. Ac-
cording to Christopher Kauffman, the 
author of the centennial history of the 
Order, Faith and Fraternalism, The Histo-
ry of the Knights of Columbus 1882-
1982, one of Fr. McGivney’s two main 
reasons for founding the Order was “the 
need to protect families during sickness 
and death.” (pg. 17) Kauffman goes on to 
say that Fr. McGivney “spent his energy 
in promoting the insurance feature.” (pg. 
35) Originally, when the Order was 
founded, there was no such thing as an 
“associate member.” Everyone was in-
sured; that was one of those two primary 
reasons for joining While the Order is 
now well known for its charitable works 
and strong advocacy for the most vulnera-
ble, strengthening men in their faith and 
protecting them and their families with 
life insurance were twin catalysts in form-
ing the Order. While young Catholic men 
still seek to strengthen their faith, we 
know families still need protection from 
untimely death. This mission remains just 
as important today . In an attempt to make 
every member and every eligible Catholic 
man aware of how important life insur-
ance is, the Order has made a substantial 
investment. The Order has provided me 
with a high-tech, state of the art financial 
needs analysis platform that can help us 
determine where you stand today. It can 
help me formulate a strategy for you and 
your family and offer meaningful insur-
ance and financial solutions…a strategy 
specific to your family and your situation. 
The analysis can be done in the comfort 
of your home or virtually. What can life 
insurance provide? Peace of mind and 
security.  

Vivat Jesus!  

Michael J. McAndrew 

K of C Golf Tournament 

 
To be held Satudary October 8th, 2022. 

Location: The area's most beautiful golf 
course "Scotch Valley Country Club"  

Register now...... Limited amount of 

spots available! 

 

Register online: 

 

https://knights-of-columbus-council-

8075-golf-

tournament.perfectgolfevent.com/ 






